
TOWN OF DAVIE 
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
TO:   Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM/PHONE: Mark Kutney, AICP, Development Services Director/ (954)-797-1101 
   Prepared by:  Ingrid Allen, Planner I 
 
SUBJECT:  Quasi Judicial Hearing: Ordinance 1st Reading, ZB 7-3-05 Park 

 Rezonings (Townwide). 
 
AFFECTED DISTRICT:  Townwide 
 
TITLE OF AGENDA ITEM:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA, 
APPROVING REZONING PETITION ZB 7-3-05, CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF  
EIGHT (8) EXISTING PARKS/OPEN SPACE SITES FROM AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
(A-1), PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PRD), GRIFFIN 
CORRIDOR DISTRICT (FTN), RESIDENTIAL/OFFICE DISTRICT (RO), LIGHT 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (M-1), LOW DENSITY DWELLING DISTRICT (R-2) TO 
RECREATION/OPEN SPACE DISTRICT (RS); AMENDING THE TOWN ZONING MAP 
TO COMPLY THEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SERVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
REPORT IN BRIEF:  The request is to rezone eight (8) existing parks and open space sites 
(a cumulative total of 306 acres) from various zoning districts to Recreation/Open Space 
(RS) zoning district in order to be consistent with the requirements of an agreement 
between the Town of Davie and the County and/or State at the time of funding.  This 
rezoning includes both Town-owned and County-owned parks and open space sites (see 
attachments) located throughout the Town.  This rezoning was initially brought about by 
two map amendments to the Broward County Land Use Plan which were approved by the 
Broward County Board of County Commissioners on December 14, 2004.  The land use 
plan amendments were for those sites acquired through the 2000 Safe Parks and Land 
Preservation Bond Programs as well as sites acquired through the 1989 Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands Bond referendum.  These changes in land use are consistent with the intent 
of both bond issues; to preserve land and reduce development opportunity associated with 
each acquired parcel.  
 
The Town of Davie received a letter from the Broward County Environmental Protection 
Department – Biological Resources Division on February 2, 2005 which requested that the 
Town rezone the following park and open space sites consistent with the Recreation Open 
Space designation:  
 

• Pine Island Ridge Natural Area 
• Math Igler Groves 



• Vista View Regional Park Addition 
 

The following five (5) Town-owned parks that were acquired with assistance through the 
Broward County Land Preservation Bond and FCT (with the exception of East Davie 
Nature Park which was a Westbrook mitigation acquisition) are also included in this 
rezoning: 
 

• Van Kirk Groves 
• Sunny Lake Bird Sanctuary 
• Clark Parcels 
• Wes Griffin Park 
• East Davie Nature Park 

 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS:  None 
 
CONCURRENCES:  At the January 11, 2006 Planning and Zoning Board meeting, Mr. 
Stevens made a motion, seconded by Mr. Luis, to approve ZB 7-3-05. (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S):  Staff finds the subject application complete and suitable for 
transmittal to Town Council for further consideration. 
 
Enclosures: 
Ordinance 
Exhibit A - Planning Report 
  Attachment A - Parks Rezoning List 
  Attachment B - Future Land Use Plan Map (11X17) 
  Attachment C - Existing Zoning Map (11X17) 
  Attachment D - Proposed Zoning Map (11X17) 
  Attachment E - Surveys and Legal Descriptions 
  Attachment F - Future Land Use Plan Maps (8 1/2X11) 
  Attachment G - Zoning and Aerial Maps (8 1/2X11) 
  Attachment H - Citizen Participation Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ORDINANCE__________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA, APPROVING REZONING 
PETITION ZB 7-3-05, CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF  EIGHT (8) EXISTING 
PARKS/OPEN SPACE SITES FROM AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT (A-1), PLANNED 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PRD), GRIFFIN CORRIDOR DISTRICT 
(FTN), RESIDENTIAL/OFFICE DISTRICT (RO), LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (M-1), 
LOW DENSITY DWELLING DISTRICT (R-2) TO RECREATION/OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 
(RS); AMENDING THE TOWN ZONING MAP TO COMPLY THEREWITH; PROVIDING 
FOR SERVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Davie’s Comprehensive Plan encourages the preservation 
and protection of natural resources of the Town for the use and enjoyment of the existing 
and future residents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Citizen Participation Ordinance 2004-31, two citizen 
participation meetings were held on December, 20, 2005 and December 27, 2005; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Davie authorized the publication of a 
notice of a public hearing as required by law, that the classification of certain lands within 
the Town be changed from Agricultural District (A-1), Planned Residential Development 
District (PRD), Griffin Corridor District (FTN), Residential/Office District (RO), Light 
Industrial District (M-1), Low Density Dwelling District (R-2) to Recreation/Open Space 
District (RS); and 
 
 WHEREAS, said notice was given and publication made as required by law, and a 
public hearing thereafter was held on the date of the adoption of this ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
DAVIE FLORIDA: 
 
 SECTION 1.  That the properties herein after described be and the same is hereby 
rezoned and changed from Agricultural District (A-1), Planned Residential Development 
District  (PRD), Griffin Corridor District (FTN), Residential/Office District (RO), Light 
Industrial District (M-1), Low Density Dwelling District (R-2) to Recreation/Open Space 
District (RS): 
 a. The subject properties are described in Exhibit “A”, Attachment E which is 
attached hereto and made a part hereof; 
 
 SECTION 2.  That the zoning map heretofore adopted by the Town Council be and 
the same is hereby amended to show the properties described in Section 1, herein, as 
Recreation/Open Space District (RS). 
 



 SECTION 3.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are to the 
extent of such conflict hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 4.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this 
Ordinance is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent 
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision 
and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this Ordinance. 
 SECTION 5.   This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and 
adoption.    
 
PASSED ON FIRST READING THIS _______ DAY OF             , 2006. 
 
PASSED ON SECOND READING THIS ________ DAY OF______, 2006. 
 
 
ATTEST:          __________________________  
       MAYOR/COUNCILMEMBER 
 
 
______________________ 
TOWN CLERK 
 
APPROVED THIS________ DAY OF ________________, 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM       Exhibit “A” 
PZ 1-12-06 
 
TO:  Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
THRU: Ken Cohen, Acting Town Administrator 
 
THRU: Mark Kutney, AICP, Development Services Director 
  Bruce Dell, Planning and Zoning Manager 
  Marcie Nolan, Deputy Planning and Zoning Manager 
 
FROM: Ingrid Allen, Planner I 
 
DATE: January 13, 2006 
 
RE:  ZB 7-3-05, Rezoning of eight (8) existing parks/open space sites   
  from various zoning districts to Recreation and Open Space (RS)   
  zoning district. 
 
 
Background Information 
 
The Town of Davie is proposing to rezone eight (8) existing parks and open space sites (a 
cumulative total of 306 acres) from various zoning districts to Recreation/Open Space (RS) 
zoning district.  This rezoning includes both Town-owned and County-owned parks and 
open space sites (see Exhibit A) located throughout the Town.  This rezoning was initially 
brought about by two map amendments to the Broward County Land Use Plan which 
were approved by the Broward County Board of County Commissioners on December 14, 
2004.  The land use plan amendments were for those sites acquired through the 2000 Safe 
Parks and Land Preservation Bond Programs as well as sites acquired through the 1989 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands Bond referendum.  Those sites containing predominantly 
native vegetative communities were changed to Conservation – Natural Reservation land 
use.  The remaining sites were changed to Recreation Open Space land use.  These changes 
in land use are consistent with the intent of both bond issues; to preserve land and reduce 
development opportunity associated with each acquired parcel.  
 
The Town of Davie received a letter from the Broward County Environmental Protection 
Department – Biological Resources Division on February 2, 2005 which requested that the 
Town rezone the following park and open space sites consistent with the Recreation Open 
Space designation:  
 



• Pine Island Ridge Natural Area 
• Math Igler Groves 
• Vista View Regional Park Addition 
 

The following five (5) Town-owned parks that were acquired with assistance  through the 
Broward County Land Preservation Bond and FCT (with the exception of East Davie 
Nature Park which was a Westbrook mitigation acquisition) are also included in this 
rezoning: 
 

• Van Kirk Groves 
• Sunny Lake Bird Sanctuary 
• Clark Parcels 
• Wes Griffin Park 
• East Davie Nature Park 

 
 
Proposed Rezonings 
 
Math Igler 
 
The Math Igler open space site is located at the northwest corner of South Hiatus Road and 
SW 26 Street.  This parcel has a total of 1.47 acres. The existing zoning designation is A-1 
and the land use category is Residential 1DU/AC.  Surrounding land use is comprised of 
Residential 1DU/AC in all directions.  This proposal will rezone the park to the 
Recreation/Open Space zoning district. 
 
Vista View Regional Park Addition 
 
The Vista View Regional Park addition is located at the northwest corner of Orange Drive 
and SW 142 Avenue.  This parcel has a total of 61.05 acres.  The existing zoning designation 
is A-1 and the land use category is Commercial.  Surrounding land uses include Residential 
1 DU/AC and Recreation and Open Space to the north, Residential 1 DU/AC to the east, 
Transportation (I75) to the west, and the Town of Southwest Ranches to the south.  This 
proposal will rezone the park to the Recreation/Open Space zoning district. 
 
Pine Island Ridge Natural Area 
 
The Pine Island Ridge Natural Area is located north of Orange Drive, between Nob Hill 
Road and Pine Island Road.  This park consists of 4 parcels totaling 101.18 acres.  The 
existing zoning designation is PRD and the land use category is Special Classification 
Residential 3.6 DU/AC.  Surrounding land uses include Residential 1 DU/AC to the west 
and south and Residential from 1 DU/AC up to 16 DU/AC to the east. Directly north is the 
unincorporated area of Pine Island Ridge which consists of Residential at 6.38 DU/AC, 
Recreation and Open Space and Commercial Recreation land uses.  This proposal will 
rezone the park to the Recreation/Open Space zoning district. 



 
Van Kirk Groves 
 
The Van Kirk Groves open space site is located at the northeast corner of SW 26 Street and 
SW 136 Avenue.  This parcel has a total of 115.00 acres.  The existing zoning designation is 
A-1 and the land use category is Residential 1DU/AC.  Surrounding land use is Residential 
1DU/AC in all directions.  This proposal will rezone the park to the Recreation/Open 
Space zoning district. 
 
Sunny Lake Bird Sanctuary 
 
The Sunny Lake Bird Sanctuary open space site is located at 5300 Griffin Road.  This site 
consists of 4 parcels totaling 16.72 acres.  The existing zoning designation is FTN and RO 
and the land use category is Residential/Office and Commercial. Surrounding land uses 
include Commercial to the north, Residential 5 DU/AC to the west, Residential 1-5 
DU/AC to the south, and Transportation (FL Turnpike) to the east.  This proposal will 
rezone the park to the Recreation/Open Space zoning district. 
 
Clark Parcels 
 
The Clark Parcels park is located on SW 8 Street just east of SW 136 Avenue.  This park 
consists of 2 parcels totaling 2.4 acres. The existing zoning designation is A-1 and the land 
use category is Residential. Surrounding land uses include Residential 5DU/AC to the 
south, west and east, and Special Classification Residential 8 DU/AC to the north.  This 
proposal will rezone the park to the Recreation/Open Space zoning district. 
 
Wes Griffin Park 
 
Wes Griffin Park is located at 2300 SW 71 Terrace.  This parcel has a total of 3.89 acres.  The 
existing zoning designation is M-1 and the land use category is RAC.  Surrounding land 
uses include RAC to the north, south and east, and Residential 10 DU/AC to the west.  
This proposal will rezone the park to the Recreation/Open Space zoning district. 
 
East Davie Nature Park 
 
The East Davie Nature Park is located at 5350 SW 58 Avenue.  This parcel has a total of 2.8 
acres. The existing zoning designation is R-2 and the land use category is Special 
Classification Residential 2 DU/AC.  Surrounding land uses include Residential 1 DU/AC 
to the north and west, Special Classification Residential 2 DU/AC to the east, and 
Residential 1-3 DU/AC to the south.  This proposal will rezone the park to the 
Recreation/Open Space zoning district. 
 
 
Applicable Codes and Ordinances 
 



Section 12-307 of the Land Development Code, review for rezonings. 
 
Section 12-24 (J)(15) of the Land Development Code, Recreation/Open Space (RS) District:  
The RS District is intended to implement the parks and recreation classification of the 
Town of Davie Comprehensive Plan by providing areas for the development of nonprofit 
active or passive recreational facilities and the preservation of open space. 
Comprehensive Plan Consideration 
 
Applicable Goals, Objectives & Policies: 
 
Future Land Use Element, Policy Group 11: Recreation and Open Space Use:  Abundant Open 
Space, including equestrian facilities, is a principal characteristic of the Town of Davie.  
Open space, equestrian trails and parks compliment the rural and western themes central 
to Davie’s identity.  Recreation and Open Space Policies, and land development 
regulations, are centered around the maintenance of open space and provision of 
recreation facilities. 
 
Future Land Use Element, Policy Group 11: Recreation and Open Space Use, Policy 11-2:  The 
location and designation of lands for Recreation and Open Space use shall recognize the 
need for active and passive recreational facilities while preserving opens spaces for 
aesthetic and environmental purposes. 
 
Future Land Use Element, Policy Group 11: Recreation and Open Space Use, Policy 11-5:   The 
location and development of parks and recreational facilities shall be compatible with the 
demands and needs as expressed by the Davie population, and shall consist of a 
minimum of ten (10) acres for every 1,000 existing and projected permanent residents, 
pursuant to Policy 1.1.1. of the Recreation, Open Space, and Conservation Element of the 
Comp. Plan 
 
Future Land Use Element, Objective 17: Land Use Compatibility and Community Appearance:  
Comprehensive Plan policies and land development regulations shall continue to 
encourage preservation, enhancement and maintenance of the Town’s semi-rural character 
and western themed downtown business district, elimination of land uses found to be 
inconsistent with the character of the community and prevention of future incompatible 
uses. 
 
Future Land Use Element, Objective 17: Land Use Compatibility and Community 
Appearance, Policy 17-2:  No property within the Town shall be rezoned to a zoning 
district that is not in compliance with the Davie Future Land Use Plan. 
 
Recreation, Open Space, and Conservation Element, Goal 3:  To preserve and protect the natural 
resources of the Town for the use and enjoyment of the existing and future residents. 
 
 
Staff Analysis 



 
The Recreation and Open Space (RS) zoning district is applicable in all Town land 
uses categories and thereby does not pose a zoning conflict in any of the parks and 
open space sites in this rezoning.  Therefore, staff finds the subject application 
complete and suitable for transmittal to Town Council for further consideration. 
 
 
 
Findings of Facts 
Rezonings:  
Section 12-307(A) (1): 
The following findings of facts apply to the rezoning request: 
 

(a) The proposed change is not contrary to the adopted comprehensive plan, as 
amended, or any element or portion thereof; 
 

The comprehensive plan allows the Recreation/Open Space (RS) zoning district in all future land 
use categories.  The underlying land use categories consist of Residential, Special Classification R2, 
Commercial, RAC and Residential/Office land use.  This request is therefore consistent with the 
Town of Davie Comprehensive Plan. 
 

(b) The proposed change will not create an isolated zoning district unrelated and 
incompatible with adjacent and nearby districts; 

 
 The zoning designation of Recreation/Open Space (RS) is compatible with adjacent and nearby 
districts and will not create an isolated zoning district. 
 

(c) Existing zoning district boundaries are not logically drawn in relation to 
existing conditions on the property proposed for change; 

 
This rezoning will properly reflect the existing park use and therefore rectify existing zoning district 
boundaries which are not logically drawn in relation to existing conditions. 

 
(d) The proposed change is not expected to adversely affect living conditions in 
the neighborhood; 
 

The rezoning of existing parks/open space sites to the Recreation/Open Space (RS) zoning district is 
not expected to adversely affect living conditions in the neighborhood as the park use is not changing 
as a result of this rezoning. 

 
(e) The proposed change will not create or excessively increase automobile and 
vehicular traffic congestion above that which would be anticipated with permitted 
intensities or densities of the underlying land use plan designation, or otherwise 
affect public safety; 
 



Designating already existing parks/open sites to Recreation/Open Space (RS), will not generate 
more traffic than what is anticipated by the various underlying Future Land Use Plan Map 
designations of Residential, Special Classification R2, Commercial, RAC, Residential/Office as the 
underlying land use categories anticipate traffic levels generally in excess of those generated by 
parks. 

 
(f) The proposed change is not expected to adversely affect other property 
values; 
 

The proposed rezoning of existing parks/open space sites to Recreation/Open Space (RS) is not 
expected to adversely affect other property values, in fact, studies by the ULI indicate that property 
values are greater when adjacent to a park. 
 

(g)  The proposed change will not be a deterrent to the improvement or 
development of other property in accord with existing regulations; 
 

Designating existing parks/open space sites to Recreation/Open Space (RS) will not deter the 
adjacent properties from being developed, as this designation does not increase the existing 
development rights on the property. 

 
(h)  The proposed change does not constitute a grant of special privilege to an 
individual owner as contrasted with the welfare of the general public; 
 

This rezoning is required as part of an agreement between the Town of Davie and the County and/or 
State at the time of funding and will not give an individual owner a unique benefit that harms the 
welfare of the general public   

 
(i) There are not substantial reasons why the property cannot be used in accord 
with existing zoning. 
 

All of the sites included in this rezoning are existing parks/open space. The intent of this rezoning is 
to properly reflect, on a zoning map, the existing use of each site. 
 

(j) The proposed zoning designation is the most appropriate designation to 
enhance the Town’s tax base given the site’s location relative to the pattern of land 
use designations established on the future land use plan map, appropriate land use 
planning practice, and comprehensive plan policies directing land use location. 
  

The proposed zoning designation of (RS) is the most appropriate as it currently exists as a park, 
enhances surrounding land values, and provides services for the residents of the Town. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 



This proposed rezoning is consistent with the goals, objectives and policies of the 
Comprehensive Plan and will serve as a mechanism to further preserve parks and open 
space sites and properly reflect the existing park and open space use. 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A - Parks Rezoning list 
Attachment B - Future Land Use Plan Map (11X17) 
Attachment C - Existing Zoning Map (11X17) 
Attachment D- Proposed Zoning Map (11X17) 
Attachment E – Survey and Legal Description 
Attachment F – Future Land Use Plan Maps (8 1/2X11) 
Attachment G – Zoning and Aerial Maps (8 1/2X11) 
Attachment H - Citizen Participation Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 





































 
 
 
 



































 
 
 
 



Attachment H 
Citizen Participation Report 

Parks Rezoning ZB 7-3-05 
 

In accordance with the Town of Davie’s Citizen Participation Ordinance, the Planning and 
Zoning Division has held two (2) meetings with property owners.  The following is a 
summary of the process which was followed: 
 
A bulk mailing service (Gilmore Associates Inc.) was retained to perform the mailing of 
notices to all property owners within 1000 feet of each park.  A total of 2,800 notices were 
mailed (see Attachment 1).  The first Citizen Participation Meeting was held at Robbins 
Lodge on December 20, 2005 at 6:00pm.  The second Citizen Participation Meeting was 
held at the Eastside Community Center on December 27, 2005 at 6:00pm.  A summary of 
the participants and the meeting discussions are attached and include: 
 
Attachment 1 – List of property owners located within 1000 feet of each park 
Attachment 2 -  Citizen Participation Meeting Notice 
Attachment 3 -  Summary of discussion at the December 20, 2005 meeting 
Attachment 4 – Sign-in sheet for the December 20, 2005 meeting 
Attachment 5 – Summary of discussion at the December 27, 2005 meeting 
Attachment 6 -  Sign-in sheet for the December 27, 2005 meeting 
Attachment 7 – CRS submitted by Shirley Ruggles 
Attachment 8 – Summary of phone calls 
 
The above stated information does comply with the Town’s Citizen Participation 
Ordinance requirements and does allow Town staff to proceed with the review of the 
rezoning application.  If there should be any questions regarding this matter, please contact 
Ingrid Allen at 954-797-1071. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











































 
 
 
 











































































  
 
 
 



Attachment 3 
Summary of Discussion  

 Public Participation Meeting #1  
Parks Rezoning ZB 7-3-05 

 
The first of two (2) Public Participation meetings was held at 6:00pm in the Main Room of 
Robbins Lodge, and was attended by thirteen (13) Town of Davie property owners (see 
Attachment 4). 
 
The meeting began with a brief introduction, by Ingrid Allen, of Planning and Zoning staff 
present along with an overview of handouts available at the sign-in table. The handouts 
included aerial maps of each park along with an overlay of existing zoning and land use 
categories. The meeting proceeded with an explanation of the Town’s Public Participation 
ordinance which requires that a minimum of 2 (two) public meetings be conducted with 
“affected parties”. The “affected parties” in this case included all property owners located 
within 1000 feet of the each park.  Participants were also advised of both the Planning and 
Zoning Board and Town Council public hearing dates whereby their comments may also 
be presented.  
 
Ms. Allen then proceeded to define and explain the existing zoning and land use categories 
for each park.  She explained that the rezoning request will serve as a mechanism to further 
preserve parks and open space and properly reflect the existing park use.  An overview of 
the zoning and land use requirements of the Land Preservation Bond and the Florida 
Communities Trust programs, which is how these parks were initially acquired, was also 
given. 
 
A question and answer session followed Ms. Allen’s presentation. Some of the participants 
raised concern over the lack of master/site plans for these parks and suggested that site 
plans be submitted along with rezoning applications.  The one park mentioned in 
particular was Van Kirk Groves.  Their concerns centered on the eventual use of the park 
and that it would potentially become active rather than passive.  Concerns included the 
installation of more lights and parking spaces. A suggestion was made from one of the 
property owners to have two (2) recreation/open space zoning districts, one being active 
and the other passive.  Other participants voiced their opinion in favor of the rezoning 
which they stated would protect these parks from residential development. 
 
It was explained to the participants that the rezoning protects the existing parks as parks 
and does not influence the actual design of the park or whether the park would become 
active or passive.  It was also added that when a park master plan/site plan is eventually 
submitted for a particular park, this separate process, would once again trigger two sets of  
public participation meetings whereby property owners can voice their comments. 



 
 
 

 



Attachment 5 
Summary of Discussion 

 Public Participation Meeting #2 
Parks Rezoning ZB 7-3-05 

 
The second of two (2) Public Participation meetings was held at 6:00pm in the Community 
Hall of the East Side Community Center, and was attended by four (4) Town of Davie 
property owners (see Attachment 6). 
 
The meeting began with a brief introduction, by Ingrid Allen, of Planning and Zoning staff 
present along with an overview of handouts available at the sign-in table. The handouts 
included aerial maps of each park along with an overlay of existing zoning and land use 
categories. The meeting proceeded with an explanation of the Town’s Public Participation 
ordinance which requires that a minimum of 2 (two) public meetings be conducted with 
“affected parties”. The “affected parties” in this case included all property owners located 
within 1000 feet of the each park.  Participants were also advised of both the Planning and 
Zoning Board and Town Council public hearing dates whereby their comments may also 
be presented.  
 
Ms. Allen then proceeded to define and explain the existing zoning and land use categories 
for each park.  She explained that the rezoning request will serve as a mechanism to further 
preserve parks and open space and properly reflect the existing park use.  An overview of 
the zoning and land use requirements of the Land Preservation Bond and the Florida 
Communities Trust programs, which is how these parks were initially acquired, was also 
given. 
 
A question and answer session followed Ms. Allen’s presentation.  Mr. Sean Gray raised 
concern over the eventual use of the East Davie Nature Park and that it would potentially 
become active rather than passive.  Concerns raised included the addition of parking 
spaces and lights. Other participants voiced their opinion in favor of the rezoning which 
they stated would protect these parks from residential development. 
 
It was explained to the participants that the rezoning protects the existing parks as parks 
and does not influence the actual design of the park or whether the park would become 
active or passive.  It was also added that when a park master plan/site plan is eventually 
submitted for a particular park, this separate process, would once again trigger two sets of 
public participation meetings whereby property owners can voice their comments. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
Mrs. Ruggles: 
 
Thank you for your inquiry.  According to the Town of Davie Comprehensive Plan, Open 
Space is defined as undeveloped lands suitable for passive recreation or conservation uses. 
Parks can be defined as either passive or active recreation. The use of the phrase ‘recreation 
and open space’ applies to a zoning category. This zoning category is defined as areas of 
development of nonprofit active or passive recreational facilities and the preservation of 
open space.  
 
The proposed rezoning of the Van Kirk site will simply preserve it as a park. The rezoning 
has no bearing on the facilities that may or may not be included within the site. This would 
be a completely different process which would eventually trigger another round of public 
participation meetings. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Attachment 8 

Summary of Phone Calls 
 
 
12-16-05 –  10:40 am - Mrs. Nessnah Brown called with a question regarding facilities at the 
East Davie Nature Park.  Her concern was with the potential inclusion of parking spaces 
and a baseball field at the park. I advised Mrs. Brown that the rezoning will simply 
preserve the park and would have no bearing on the facilities that may or may not be 
included within the park.  I explained to her that this would be a completely different 
process which would eventually trigger another round of citizen participation meetings. 

 
 
 
 


